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Japan Avalanche Network
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We sincerely thank you for your warm
support of the Japan Avalanche Network.
With the strong support of our donors
—who help sustain the Avalanche
Bulletin, a vital component of public
safety infrastructure in snowy mountain
regions—and the encouragement of our
sponsoring companies, we have continued
to advance our mission. We will persist in
our efforts to improve public avalanche
safety, and we would be grateful for your
continued support.
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To ensure that the people of

this snow-rich country stand on top of the snow,
not be buried beneath it.
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The formation and maturation of
an avalanche community
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Enhancing public safety through diverse

initiatives that integrate avalanche education
d the Avalanche Bulletin.

through a roundtable centered on avalanches.
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Avalanche Bulletin
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Philosophy

To support people engaging in outdoor activities in
our magnificent natural environment.

Objective

To reduce the likelihood and consequences of
avalanche involvement by conveying snowpack
conditions to backcountry users, thereby aiding
their tour planning and on-site decision-making, and
encouraging more appropriate terrain selection.
Presentation

A bulletin published in a format consistent with
international standards.

Background

The Japan Meteorological Agency’s

avalanche advisories (nadare chaiho) target
settlements and residential areas and do not cover
mountainous regions. Moreover, they do not include
assessments of “avalanche likelihood,” which are
standard in avalanche bulletins issued in Europe
and North America. To address this gap in public
services, our organization began training specialists
in 2001. Since 2012, we have issued the Avalanche
Bulletin based on a network of professionals who
have received that training. Today, we also collect
information from members of the general public who
recognize the importance of mountain safety and
incorporate their observations into our avalanche
reports. This initiative represents one answer to the
call, “Ask not what your country can do for you—
ask what you can do for your country.”
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Avalanche Bulletin Regions
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2024/11/26 ~ 2024/11/30 (5 H )
CHE (REFE)

2024/12/21 ~ 2025/4/6 (107 HI#)
Wb (IR

2024/12/28 ~ 2025/3/30 (93 H )

- ik (ki)
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2024/12/16 ~ 2025/3/30 (105 HH)
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2024/12/28 ~ 2025/3/30 (93 HFH)

In the 2024/25 season, JAN issued international-standard avalanche
bulletins for the following five mountainous regions:
- Tateyama (Toyama Prefecture):
November 26 — November 30, 2024 (5 days)
+ Hakuba (Nagano Prefecture):
December 21, 2024 - April 6, 2025 (107 days)
- Myoko (Niigata Prefecture):
December 28, 2024 — March 30, 2025 (93 days)
* Shiribeshi (Hokkaido)
Niseko, Mt. YOtei, Mt. Yoichi, Mt. Shiribets:
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December 16, 2024 — March 30, 2025 (105 days) Al
- Kagura, Mt. Tanigawa, Mt. Hotaka (Niigata and Gunma Prefectures):

December 28, 2024 — March 30, 2025 (93 days)

« ” The Avalanche Bulletin is produced using a range of
14—l -0 [E ! dus
4 m resources, the most important being field-based

. . . data on weather, snowpack, and avalanche activity.
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(keijiban) on the JAN website. This season, 100
members contributed over 1,200 data entries, all of
which were utilized in preparing the bulletins.

We are also advancing international collaboration.
JAN is registered with InfoEX, an information-
sharing network for avalanche professionals
operated by the Canadian Avalanche Association.
Data submitted by ski guides from Canada, the
United States, New Zealand, and other countries
working in Japan are also incorporated into the
Avalanche Bulletin. In addition, for the Shiribeshi
region, three local guide companies act as
Forecasting Partners and assist in bulletin
preparation.
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Approach to the Public
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Website

The website provides access to the Avalanche

Bulletin, basic knowledge on backcountry safety,
and other relevant information.

Period : August1,2024-May10,2025

843,597

page view

152,350

unique user
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Social Media
Bulletins are published each morning and shared
with followers via X (formerly Twitter) and Facebook.
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Photo and Video Sharing

Each season, users are encouraged to share field sightings of
avalanches on X (Twitter) using designated hashtags. This initiative
serves three purposes: to improve the situational awareness of
contributors, to benefit others active in the same mountain region,

and to support the Avalanche Bulletin. This season (#nadare2025), 169
avalanche posts on various topics were shared.
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Fatal Incident 2/—E—EL
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This season, 14 avalanche incidents in Japan required the deployment
of public rescue teams. JAN investigated all of these incidents and
published preliminary reports for 8 of them on our website.
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Trends in Fatal Accidents

The number of avalanche fatalities varies considerably from season to
season due to factors such as whether avalanche cycles coincide with
weekends, whether multiple major incidents occur, and the presence
of persistent instability in the snowpack. The past 15 years have seen
an average of six fatal incidents and eight deaths per season.
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Avalanche Fatalities (2011-2025)
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Avalanche Fatalities by Activity
(2021-2025)
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Avalanche Fatalities by Activity

Over the past five seasons, there have been 37 avalanche-related
deaths. By activity, skiing and snowboarding account for 62% of
fatalities. Including mountaineering and snowmobiling, winter outdoor
activities account for 86% of all avalanche deaths.
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Commendation

BRI AR =Y P EMET S [4 4 [l Sport in Life
TI—F] 2T, EHBEMRICLALFETINRT - X
= O E T BRETEEA & 2 OGBS B D 2 LT
[BEmE | 228 (202543 HSH) HLFLAZ A
R=2F T, 2020 ERHEREDOL AT —E LT, %
CDTFIAR=Y ZHELATW2T54&% HIEL,
[Sportin Life] 70 =27 b %475 TWE 3, [Sportin
Life 77—F| &, Zo7ay=s bo—5&E LT,
—ATHEL DB PAR=VIZHLEHEOER D20
AT TV AENIHZ5HE L RET LHETT,

Our organization received a Shoreisho [Encouragement Award]

on March 5, 2025, at the 4th Sport in Life Awards hosted by the

Japan Sports Agency, in recognition of our work in creating a safer
environment for winter outdoor sports through the provision of
avalanche bulletins. The Japan Sports Agency launched the Sport

in Life project as a legacy of the Tokyo 2020 Games, aiming to foster
a society in which more people can enjoy sports. The Sport in Life
Awards form part of this project and recognize outstanding initiatives
that promote public engagement with sports.
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Donations and Sponsorship

Z {1+ Donations

400,038

%% Sponsorship

3,800,000
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Awarded Initiative

Creating a safe environment for winter outdoor sports and promoting

these activities through the provision of internationally standardized
Avalanche Bulletins.

ERHEROEINEIC CHF N2V ADES 205
400,038 M. B X UFEMHEROWEHS— b F—L L TZ
TR 272 ERE (19 4E) 205 3,800,000 F o> &
AW EE L, BROREE T & Tk
WL, BB L X ET,

We received ¥400,038 in donations from individuals who recognized
the importance of the Avalanche Bulletin, and an additional ¥3,800,000
in sponsorship contributions from 19 companies and organizations
that supported our efforts as activity partners. We are deeply grateful
for your generous support and understanding.

ERE R BB PO R ENICIERT 5720, THRED
HEEOTREERDTHE T, {HFH/S— b F— |2 THEEK
WP E LI EAZHERE 230,

To ensure the consistent and stable publication of the Avalanche
Bulletin, we are seeking support from like-minded companies. If you
are interested in becoming an activity partner, please contact us using
the information below.

Mail: info@nadare.jp




